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namelv of the pot-whale (Physeter macrocephalus). Am-
bergris'is found in.the intestines of this animal or, more fre-
quently, floating about in the sea; the shores of the continent,
bordering the Indian Ocean furnish the largest amount of this
peculiar substance.
Ambergris is a grayish-white fatty substance which occurs
in commerce in pieces of various sizes-those as large as a fisi
are rare-of a penetrating, decidedly disagreeable odor. H
is soluble in alcohol, and when properly diluted the odor be
comes pleasant and it is so permanent that a piece of line:
moistened with it smells of it even after being washed witl
soap_ By itself> ambergris is not much used; it finds its chie
application in combination with other odors or as an additioi
to some perfumes in order to make them lasting.
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This is a secretion of the beaver (Castor fiber); It accumi
lates in two pear-shaped bags on the abdomen of the anima
both male and female.   The hunters remove these bags frot
the body of the dead animal and in this form they are brougt
into commerce.   These sacs are the length of a finger, at tb
thickest point the diameter of a thumb, and contain a greas
mass   of  yellowish-brown, reddish-brown, or blackish   colo
according to the nourishment of the animal.   This mass coi
stitutes castor; it has a strong, disagreeable odor, a bitte
balsamic taste, becomes soft when heated, is combustible, an
almost entirely soluble in alcohol.    It is probable that th
secretion in its composition has some relation to the nouns]
ment of the beavers which feed by preference on  resmo*
vegetable substances.    In commerce  Canadian and Siberia
castor are distinguished; the latter is more valuable and h;
almost disappeared from the market.    It possesses a peculi;